Surgical treatment of pancreas divisum causing pancreatitis in children.
Although controversial, pancreas divisum has been implicated as a cause of acute pancreatitis when there is stenosis of the accessory papilla that drains the duct of Santorini. Over the past 5 years, four children with pancreas divisum and recurrent pancreatitis were successfully treated surgically. The diagnosis was made by endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) in each case. Surgical treatment included sphincteroplasty to the accessory papilla to improve drainage of the duct of Santorini, opening the ampulla of Vater to expose the ostium of the duct of Wirsung to enlarge it, and cholecystectomy.